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to criticize, scold, and protest; but I do not remember that they
lost either the respect or the personal friendship of those whose
disturbing political views they thought it their duty to oppose.
I had the privilege of knowing Thomas Burt, John Wilson, John
Burnett, Fred Maddison, and others, representative of all that was
best in English working-class character, and I do not expect to
meet finer men. They were loyal to their principles, candid as
critics, often mulishly stubborn, but always to be relied upon as
friends and as colleagues. They were of the salt of the earth, and
I salute their names in passing. The fight which we waged against
them for a less 'vague aspiration after a more equitable social
order' was bitterly contested; but it left no bad blood behind. In
ten years the new unionism had conquered. To the old tradition
which it superseded 'hail and farewell.*
These references to the various political and religious movements
with which I have been connected are not intended as a history of
any of them, but even the shortest account of the origin and growth
of the British Labour Party would be misleading if it ignored the
part played in its creation and nurture by James Keir Hardie and
the Independent Labour Party. It was through the rugged
personality of Hardie that the demand for independent political
action first took a definite shape. At the Trade Union Congress,
held at Swansea in 1887, when Hardie objected to 'Labour repre-
sentatives identifying themselves with one political party,' he was
promptly shouted down. His youth and inexperience were placed
in contrast with the proved wisdom of the older trade-union states-
men, and their authority and practice were enthusiastically re-
affirmed; but the young mischief-maker continued his assault at
the gate. When the congress met at Bradford in the following
year, the platform, although feeling themselves masters of the
situation, had nevertheless taken steps to deal with any difficulty
which might arise. But by that time an unexpected situation
had developed.
Earlier in the year a vacancy had occurred in the representation
of Mid-Lanark, and Hardie had contested the seat as an Inde-
pendent Labour candidate, under circumstances which settled
for ever the question of a Labour Party within the Liberal Party
organization. The treasurer of the Labour Electoral Association
had sent to Hardie the sum of £400 towards the expenses of the
campaign, the Scottish Home Rule Association also gave its
support; while the London Branch, of which Mr* Ramsay Mac-

